AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THE RECITAL TOOK PLACE IN THE AUGUST 
PRESENCE OP RING JAmMEJAW — 
GREAT-GRANDSON OP THE GRANDSON OP 
V9AQA—AND THE MANN LEARNED SAGES 
WHO HAQ ASSEMBLED FOR 
SARPA SATRA* 


THE NINTH SESSION OF OUR RENDERING 
OF S/A/SHAMPAUANA >S RECITAL OF 
99ASA'S MAHABHARA7A NARRATED THE 
ADVENTURES OF THE PANDAVAS AFTER 
THEIR ESCAPE FROM VARANAVATA, IT 
CONCLUDED WITH THEIR ARRIVAL AT THE 
HOUSE OF A BRAHMANA IN EHACHAKRA. 

A NERRBH TOWN. 


Mahabharata-10 

THE PANDAVAS ATEKACHAKRA 

■ VEDA l/VASA'S EPIC ON THE &HARATA 
RACE WAS FIRST RECITED IN PUBLIC .B9Ht$ 

DISCIPLE VA/SHAMPA9ANA, AT THE BEHEST 
OF THE AGELESS SEER V9ASA HIMSELF. 


* 12-frtEAR-LONG SNAKE SACRIFJCE 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 



0 SAGE, WHAT DID 
THE PANDAVAS DO 
AFTER ARRIVING AT 
EKACHAKRA R 


l THE PANDAVAS,SAGE-LIKE IN Uffl jjlltViNW 
L,d A PPEARANCE, LIVED IN TH E 1 |i| 1 ’f I 

ffm HOUSE OF THE BRAHMANA AT 
v m EKACHAKRA AND LED THE LIFE _ 

I OF MENDICANTS. AND WITH 
■KM THEIR VIRTUOUS BEARING, ^ 

71 THE4 ENDEARED THEMSELVES ^ 

J TO THE PEOPLE OF THE TOWN. 


"at sunset the*/ inouu? subm/t the 

AIMS THEV NAP COLLECTED TO HUNT/-.. 


“* • • AND EACH 1NOULP TAKE THE SHAKE 
AAPOKT/ONEP TO MM BV HEA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“WHtLE OH£ HALF ALWAYS WEMT TO M/QHTV 
BHEEMA, THE OTHER WAQ EH A REP B</ THE REST. 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


THEN HUNT! ENTERED THE INNER 
CHAMBER OF THE HOUSE ARP BEHELD 
THE BRAHMAHA S/TT/H0 DOWNCAST 
WITH H/S WIFE AND DAUGHTER AND 
SON BESIDE HIM. 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 



AND NOW RUIN 
HAS DESCENDED ON 
HOUR KIN. 


I HAVE FALLEN INTO 
THIS DIRE CALAMITY 
AND I KNOW OF NO 
. ESCAPE. J 


I WILL 
M45ELF GO 
THERE. 


OR PERHAPS 
IT IS TO BE MH 
OWN DEATH. 


OA/ HSAR/NO FHSS£ WORDS OFTHS 
BRAHMAN A i O MONARCH , HIS W/F£ SAID: 


y HOU ARE LEARNED N 

' AND HOU KNOW THAT 
HUMAN BEINGS MUST DIE. 


IT IS USELESS GRIEV/NQ 
OVER THE 
INEVITABLE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


I cannot abandon 

VOU. VOU ARE MV HELP¬ 
MATE IN VIRTUOUS 
DEEDS. MATERNAL IN 
HOUR SELF-EFFACING LOVE, 
VOU ARE ALSO A 
GOD-GIVEN COMPANION 
TO ME, AND THE 
MAINSTAVOFMV 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 




SADDENED BN TEE <5R/£P OF AER 
PARENTS , THE DAUGHTER SAID: 


IT IS CERTAIN THAT 
MH BROTHER, TENDER 
IN HEARS, WILL PERISH 
IF 4 OU LEAVE HIM FOR 
THE OTHER WORLD. 


WHY DO YOU WEEP AS IF 
HOU ARE BEREFT OF ALL 
SUCCOUR? LISTEN 

ttt aae Aiirv r\n iji/uat 


THE SON, IT IS 
SAID, IS ONE'S ALTER 
B50, THE WIFE ONE'S 
COMPANION. LET ME 
TREAD THE PATH Op 
DUTY AND FREE YOU 
FROM THIS DILEMMA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


THEN THE BRfflMPiNh Sfii p 

HOW CAN J ABANDON 
INNOCENT DAUGHTER 
WHO |S CERTAIN TO * 
BRING ME COMPORT 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 



WITH 7WIS 
1 SHALL SLAV 
THE RAKSHASA 
WHO GOBBLES 
UP HUMAN 

v beings. > 


" THEN PICKING UP A BLADE OF 
GRASS .,. 


«. . . THE CHILD 
S A/D... 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 


EACH HOUSEHOLDER 
HAS TO SEND A 
MEAL THOUGH HIS 
TURN MIGHT COME 
ONCE IN MANW 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THOSE WHO TRH TO 
ESCAPE THEIR TURN ARE, 
ALONG WITH THEIR WIVES 
AND CHILDREN, SLAIN AND 
DEVOURED BV THE 
\ RAKSHASA, V 


IT IS NOW MW TURN. I. HAVE 
NO WEALTH TO BUW A MAW 
TO TAKE MH PLACE, NOR CAN 1 
CONSIGN TO THE RAKSHASA 
THOSE WHOM I HOLD DEAR. 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 




THEN HUNT! SA/P: ) 


I AM LOTH TO SEE HOUR 
ONLV SON—A MERE BOV- 
OR HOUR ONLV DAUGHTER— 
A PIOUS ONE OR VOU OR HOUR 
. WIFE GO AWAV. 


J I WILL NEVER DO 
THAT AND SAVE MV LIFE 
EVEN THE RUDE AND 
THE MEAN WOULD 
NOT DO IT. V! 


I SEE NO WAV OF 
ESCAPE FROM HIM. I SHALL 
SO TO HIM TOPAV WITH MV 
FAMILV. LET HIM DEVOUR 
v ALL OF US TOGETHER. 


"but, o monarch j the brahmana REMONSTRATED 
AND SAID’ 


I HAVE FIVE SONS, 
ONE OF THEM GO TO 
THE RAKSHASA WITH 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 







„ THUS ADDRESSED BH KUNTI, 
i 0 MONARCH, THE BRAHMANA AND 
r HIS WIFE AGREED. THEN KUNTI AND 
f THE BRA HM ANA ASKED BHEEMA TO 
I DO THE DEEP. AND BHEEMA 
READILH CONSENTED. 


f 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 



COMMAND OR OF 
HIS OWN ACCORD? 


a AT THAT JUNCTURE THE PANDAVAS ARRIVED 
THERE mm THE ALMS THEV HAD RECEIVED. 

~r? 


" AND FROM BHEEMA ‘S LOOK ALONE, 
UUDHtSHTHtRA KNEW THAT HE WAS 
ABOUT TO PERFORM SOME 
tOIGHTH DEED. , - - - ~ i mm™ ]|i| 

1 I ffl 


" HE ASKED H/S MOTHER IN PRIVATE: 


WHAT IS THE 


DEEP THAT BHEEMA 
k HAS SET HIS 
IV MIND ON? ^ 


*** 




IS IT AT HOUR w HUNT! TOLD HIM OF THE DEED AND THEN SAID '. 


u 


IT IS AT MW COMMAND THAT 
HE WILL EMBARK ON THIS GREAT 
TASK FOR THE GOOD OF THE 
BRAHMANA AND THE 
LIBERATION OF THIS 
V TOWN. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



VUDH/SHTH/RA SAID 


BV SACRIFICING ^fll 
VOUR CHILD FOR 1 
ANOTHER *S,VOU HAVE 
ACTED AGAINST THE 
PRECEPTS OF THE 
VEDAS AND THE , 
PRACTICE OF THE A 
WORLD. ^ 


O MOTHER J 
ABANDONING ONE'S 
SON DOES NOT 
CARRV THE 
SANCTION OF THE / 
wise. 


/ HAS HOUR N 
/ DISCRETION BEEN 
BLUNTED BV 
CALAMITIES? IS VOUR 
REASONING ERODED? 

WHAT PROMPTS VOU 
v TO ABANDON 
\ BHEEMA • •• < 


FT.- WHOSE 

OVERPOWERING T 
VALOUR EVER DRAINED 
THE TERRIFIED 
DURVODHANA AND 
SHAKUNI OF THEIR A 
\ SLEEP... y. 


F^.-AND < 
RESCUED US 
FROM THE 
MANSION OF 
V FJRE...V 


• * • WHOSE MIGHTV 
ARMS ASSURE US OF ^ 
PEACEFUL SLEEP AND 
PROMISE US REINSTATE 
MENT IN OUR ANNEXED 
KINGDOM ? A 


iY> i ■ ^ 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



■■■ 


' IMMENSE IN SIZE AND STRENGTH\ 
REP DLL DURE IN ENES, HAIR AND 
BEARD, BARA INRS FEARSOME TO 
BEHOLD ■.. 


• • • AND HE CRMS WITH AN EARTH - 
SPLITTING TREAD. AND BEHOLDING 
BHEEMH EATING HIS FOOD-.. 


am* 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 



BHEEMA, O MONARCH, ONLW SMILED IN 
PER/SION • ■. I- 


**. THE RAfCSHASA CfjME UP IN FERVID 

FURV and said: ,- 


WHO IS THIS 
VILLAIN EATING UP 
MH /MEAL IN N\H 
VE RH PRESENCE 
AS IF HE IS KEEN 
TO BE SENT TO THE 
. ABODE OF HAMA? 


THE CANNIBAL LET OUT A TERRIBLE 


•• • AND CONTINUED TO EAT. 

BEHOLDING [- M , , ^ V 

THIS • • • ftlST” Jfc 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



<f BUT BHEEMA CONTINUED TO EAT 
W/THOUT SO MUCH AS A GLANCE 

AT H/M . c—- - ~ .7 t . 


" OVERCOME borage the rarshasa 
BROUGHT DOWN H/S F/S7S OH BHEEMA 
FROM BEHIND. r—-n- 1 


and in/th UPRAISED ARMS RUSHED TOWARDS 
BHEEMA /NTENP/MG TO KILL H/M. BUT BHEEMA /N 
UTTER CONTEMPT WENT ON EATING THE RARSHASA'S 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 



then the rhrshhsr. bewonp 

HIMSELF W/TH ANGER,UPROOTED 
/? TREE... |...in 


"• • -AND HURLED IT RT BHEEMft WHO 
HAIIING FINISHED THE RICE STOOD 
CHEERFULLY READY FOR FIGHT. r ■ 






BHEEMA PLMFUU'i CAUGHT THE TREE 
/A/ H/S LEFT HHNP .. . 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 




K.. AND BHEEMA SMOTE HIM 
WITH AS MANV IN RETURN THAT 
TERRIBLE COMBAT BETWEEN THE 
PRINCE AND THE CANNIBAL 
RA6ED SO FIERCE THAT THE 
FOREST AROUND WAS SOON 

I denuded of trees. 

-, . - 


" then, o monarch, the rakshasa 

\ UPROOTED MANV MORE TREES AND 
HURLED THEM AT 8HEEMA • •• 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 


" THEN THE RAHSHASA SPRANG 
UPON 8HEEMA AND SEIZED HIM. 
WE MIGHT*/ HERO ALSO HAP 
HIM IN H/S CLUTCHES - 



"AND HE BEGAN DRAGGING HIM VIOLENT!,/, 
THE CANNIBAL IN TURN PITTED HIS FORCE 
AGAINST THAT OF SHEEN A. THE VERV 
EARTH SEEMED 70 TREMBLE UNDER THE 
FORCE UNLEASHED BN WE TWO, 




305 














































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




V' "-AMP FELL DEAD. AND THE R/NSMEN OF THE RAKSHASA, TERR/F/ED 39 THE 
■ ROAR,CAME our W/TH THE/R ATTENDANTS. 


• • • AND BENT H/M DOUBLE W/TH ALL 
H/& MIGHT. THE CANN/BAL EXPELLED A 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 



r^VU/, 


Wf RRRSHASRQ CONSEWTEP, 
O MONARCH, 70 RB/PE BN WE 
COMNMNPMENTS OF BHEEMA - 
THEN 8HEEMA CARR/EP THE 
/./RECESS CANNIBAL . .. 


“WHEN BHEEMA SAW THE TERROR-STRUCK 
GROUP, HE COMFORTEP THEM ANPSA/P: 




NEVER SHALL N 
GOU KILL A HUMAN 
BEING. IF WOU VO, 
THEN TOW TOO WILL 
BE SLAIN LIKE 

BAKA. ui 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



"ANP THOUSANDS OF MEN, HOUND AND OLD W/TH THE/A W/UES AND 
CNfLDPEN THRONGED THE SPOT TO SEE BARA DEAD AND WERE 
AMAZED AT THE SUPERHUMAN DEED. 1—-- 


" THE NETT MORNING, AS THE9 
CAME OUT OF THE TOWN.THE 
PEOPLE SAW THE PAHS NASA DEAD 
ON THE GROUND, GLUTTED IN DOPE. 
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THE PANDAVAS AT EKACHAKRA 



■ AND QUESTIONED HIM. HESA/D TO THOSE 
/MPORTUNATE MEN: 


WHILE I WAS LAMENTING MV 
FATE WITH MV RELATIVES, A 
BRAHMANA- NOBLE IN SPIRIT 
AND A MASTER OF OCCULT LOFE- 
CmE TO ME AND SAID: 

/ SHALL CARRH THE FOOD 
FOR THAT BRUTE TODAH. DO 
NOT FEAR FORME. 


THEV OFFERED PRATERS 
TO THEIR DEITIES, 

AND THEN ASCERTAINED 
WHOSE TURN IT HAP 


,f THEN THEV INENT TO THE HOUSE OF THE 
BRAHMEN ft ... 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


1 




THEN THE*/ RETURNED TO THEIR HOMES 
AND THE PANDAVAS CONTINUED TO DWELL 
IN THE HOUSE OP THE BRAHMANA AT 
EKACHAKRAPURA. 


s AND THUS ENDS THE TENTH SESSION OF OUR 
RENDERING OF i/A/SHAMPAVANA ‘S RECITAL OF 
{/VASA'S IMMORTAL IT/HASA THE MAH ABHNRATA 


310 
















































































ENTER DRAUPADI 



Mahabharata-11 

ENTED DDAUPADI 

!,\ 7 -i IfsSfK 

- . . .. 

VEDA VVASA'S EPIC ON THE 8H A RATA RACE 
WAS FIRST RECITED IN PUBLIC BN MS 
D/SC/PLt I/A/SHAM PA VAN A AT TUB BENBST 
Of T//£ AGELESS SEER l/VASA HIMSELF. 


THE RECITAL TOOK PLACE IN THE AUGUST 
PRESENCE OF R/NG JANAMEJAVft— 
GREAT-GRANDSON OF WAS A—AND THE MAN V 
LEARNED SAGES WHO HAD ASSEMBLED FOR 
JANA ME JAVA'S S ARPA SATRA*. 


THE TENTH SESSION Of OUR RENDERING OF 
VA/SHAMPAYANA'S RECITAL OF //ASA'S MAHA¬ 
BHARATA RECOUNTED NOW BHEEMA, AT THE 
BEHEST OF RUNT/, DELIVERED BOTH THEIR. 
BRAHMAN A HOST AND THE TOWN OF ERA CHAKRA 
FROM THE CLUTCHES OF RAKSHASA BARA 
BY SLAYING THE TYRANT ■ J 


*12-NEAR-LONG SNAKE SACRIFICE 311 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




" THEN WERE CAME 
ANOTHER BRAHMANA TO 


WE ABODE OF THEIR 
HOST WHO, HOSPITABLE 
AS HE WAS. TOON THE 
NEIN GUEST INTO N!$ 
ROUSE. i i M i i , 


** THEN THE PANDA/AS AND HUNT/ 

HEARD THE MAN'S WONDERFUL TALES THE 
BRAHMANA HAD TO TELL OF VARIOUS 
P/LOR/M CENTRES AND PROWNCES AND 

anas and rings ( - 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 



/ BENT ON TAKING T 
REVENGE, DRUPADA 
WANDERED ABOUT IN 
SEARCH OF BRA HM ANAS 
| WHO EXCELLED IN 
L ACHIEVING GOALS 
M. BH PERFORMING s 
RITES. 


WHEN HE SPOKE OP THE MARVELLOUS BIRTHS OF 
PHRISHTAPVUMNA AND DRAUPAP! AT THE VAENA OF 
PRUPAPA ... i- 


THE PPNPAVAS ASKED: V WHV DID TH/S 

■~ 7 extraordinary birth of 

I DHRISHTADVUMNA AND 
■pi V DRAUPADI TAKE PLACE, 

=> Vfl V O BPAHMANA? 


• THUS QUESTIONER ., THE BRAHMANA NARRATED ALL 
THE EVENTS THAT LEP TO THE MUMBLING OF PRUPAPA 
AfT THE NANPS OF PRONA, ANP OF PRUPAPA ‘<5 
SUBSEQUENT DISTRESS. THEN HE SHIP: I- 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 






4 
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PLEASE WAIT FOR 
ME A WHILE, O YAJA> 
TILL I PURIFY MYSELF 
TO RECEIVE THE 

SANCTIFIED , 
) OFFERING. y£ 


BUT YAJA Bft/P: 1/ 


THIS OFFERING 
PREPARED B H YAJA 
AND SANCTIFIED BV 
UPAYAjA will bear 
FRUIT WHETHER YOU 
ARE PRESENT OR 
V NOT. A 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 







THIS PRINCE 1$ 
BORN TO KILL 
PRONA,ENP THE 
SORROW OF 
THE KINtf ANP 
BRIN3 FAME TO 
THE FWNCHALAS. 




i; j 


THEN THERE SPRANG FROM THE FIRE 
AN AWESOME YOUTH RAO!ANT LYRE A 
CELESTIAL ANP SPLENP/OLY ARRAYEP 
WHO AS GOON AS HE CAME FORTH- • • 


cvt 


ASCENPEP 


CHARIOT 




i % 

f v 


'•"ANP PROVE /TAROUNP. THEN A VO/CE 
FROM THE REALMS ABOVE SA/P: 


f f^P 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 



319 



















































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





WHATEVER YOU 
SAY IS ALWAYS FOR 
OUR GOOD- , 
. YET■ • ■ ^ 


■ HUNT/ Sft/P TO YUPH/SHTHIRR : 

WE HAVE BEEN LIVING IN THE 
ABODE OF THIS BRAHMANA FOR 
MANY DAYS. I THINK IT IS NOT 
PROPER TO STAY LONG 
r ONE PLACE. IF YOU A&REE, 
LET US PROCEED TO 
PANCHALA. 


AND VODM/SHTMRR REPLIED 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 



KUNTI SPOKE TO BHEEMA AfiJUNA AND THE 
TWINS AND THEY SAVE THE/P CONSENT. 



IT INAS THEN THAT MY GURU YVASA 
VISITED THEM ... 


'.AND SPOKE TO THEM AT LENGTH OH DUTIES 
AND PRACTICES. AFTER DISCUSS!NO THESE 
AND MANY OTHER TOPICS, HE SAID TO THEM: 
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SHE REQUESTED 
SHIVA TO GIVE HER A 
MOST VIRTUOUS HUSBAND 
AND SHE REPEATED THIS 
REQUEST AGAIN 
AND AGAIN. 


" THEN SHtVP RE PL IB? 


YOU SHALL 
HAVE YOUR 
FIVE 

HUSBANDS. 


SHfVP REPL/EP . 


FIVE TIMES DID 
YOU REPEAT YOUR 
REQUEST FOR A 
HUSBAND. WHEN / 


YOU TAKE ON 
THE NEXT LIFE 
YOU SHALL 
HAVE FIVE 
HUSBANDS. J 


THAT HEAVENLY MAIDEN 
HAS NOW BEEN BORN IN 
THE HOUSE OF DRUPADA . 
AND SHE IS 
DESTINED TO BE YOUR 
WIFE. THEREFORE GO 
TO PANCHALA AND 
TAKE UP YOUR 
RESIDENCE THERE . 


in 


AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 




TURNING THElR STEPS NORTH WARPS. LEP BY ARJUNA WHO HELP 
A TORCH ALOFT, THEY INAL REP PM ANO NIGHT TILL -.. 




HAVING ADVISED THE 
PANDAVAS THUS, MY 
GURU TOOK HIS 
LEAVE OF THEM AND 
WENT HIS WAY. 


THEN THE PANDAVAS BID THEBRAHMANA 
farewell, saluted HIM .. 


BEYOND 
DOUBT YOU 
WILL WIN HER 
AND MUCH 
HAPPINESS. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



ym 


I • • • THEY CAME TO THE BANKS OF THE GANG A. THERE IN 
THAT SECLUDED SPOT, THE KINO OF THE GANDHARVAS IN AS 
SPORT/NG INITH HIS INII/ES IN THE INATERS OF THE RIMER. 


■ « 


I' inhen the pandavas and their mother 


:re^T 

ixe > 


Y STM WHERE N 
YOU AREITHE 
TWILI6HT HOURS 
ARE EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR THE YAKSHAS, 
THE GANDHARVAS 
1 AND THE 
„ RAKSHASAS. A 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 




{/ 0 ROVER OF THE 

Y SKIES , THE RIGHT TO “ 
APPROACH GAN6A IS NOT 
BARRED BY TIME. NO ONE 
CAN HAVE ANY EXCLUSIVE RIGHT 
TO THE OCEANS, THE HIMALAYAN 
RANGES OR TO GAN6A—BE IT 
k NISHT OR CAY OR TWILIGHT. > 


iPHUf 


TO THfS ARJPA/A SA/P: 



I CAN.I AM AN6ARAPWRNA ^ 
AND MY STRENGTH IS MY FAITH 
THIS FOREST— ALL MINE— IS 
NAMED AFTER ME. HERE, 
LEAVE ALONE MEN, EVEN 
THE DIVINES, THE , 

V. rakshasas and A 

\ SORCERERS FEAR TO Jm 

PV tread. 


"THEQANPHARVA repuep 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 



THIS AGNEYA 
MISSILE OF BRIHASRATI , 
GURU OF THE DEVAS, HAS 
BEEN GIVEN TO ME BY MY 
GURU, DRONA, WHO RECEIVED 
IT FROM RlSHI ASNIVESHA. 


YOUR THREATS WHEN 
HURLED AT SEASONED 
WARRIORS AREAS 
FUTILE AS I/AN (SHINS 


I KNOW THE OANPHARvAS 
TO BE SUPERHUMAN. SO 
I SHALL FIGHT YOU WITH 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



•• • HE FEU HEAQLON6 FROM THE CHARIOT, 
AS HE FELL ARJUNA SE/ZEP H/H) BY HIS 
HA/R • . • P^JxEi ~i >,i "dutX 


* HUM8HEENASI, THE GANOHARVAS 
MAE, ALL ANXIOUS 70 SAI/E 
HER HOSBAHP'S LIFE, RAH 
70WARRS YUDHISHTHIRA ANP 
PLEAPEP: 


" THE BLAZING MISSILE BURNT DOWN THE 
GANPHARVA'S CHAR/OT ANP STUNNER BY 
THE FORCE OF THAT WEAPON -.. 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 





I HAVE BEEN 
FORTUNATE IN MV 
ENCOUNTER WITH 
VOU, THE WIELDEROF 
CELESTIAL WEAPONS 
L O ARJUNA . . 


* THE Of/a W/TH THE SCORCH/NG VEH/CIE 


329 








































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



' AND NOW I SHALL IMPART 
TO VOU THE SECRET LORE OF 
THE 6ANDHARVAS FOR MAGICAL 
POWERS. THE SECRET SCIENCE 
IS CALLEP CHAKSHUSHI. IT 
ENABLES ONE TO PERCEIVE 
WHAT ONE DESIRES TO SEE, 

S, IN ALL THE THREE A 
WORLDS. ,Jk 




x : 







IT IS THIS ^ 
PERCEPTION THAT 
ELEVATES US TO 
THE LEVEL OF THE 
CELESTIALS, 
SUPERIOR TO THE 
V MORTALS. y 


WHAT PROSPERITY 
POES HE NOT DESERVE 
WHOSE MERCY SPARES 
THE LIFE OF A 
. VANQUISHED FOE' . 


ill, 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



BUT ARJUUA QAIO 


O 6ANDHARVA YOUR 
OFFER OF THESE SIFTS OF 
SKILL OR WEALTH, BE 
THEY OUT OF AFFECTION OR 
. GRATITUDE... 


THESE HORSES OF MINE 
WILL LEAVE NOTHING TO 
BE DESIRED. LEAN THOUGH 
THEY BE, THEY KNOW 
NO FATIGUE NOR DO A 
v TH5Y FALL BEHIND. A 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 



THE GANDHARVA REPLIED 


A MEETING WITH A GREAT 
MAN IS ALWAYS A SOURCE OF 
GREAT JOY. OVERWHELMED 
BT WHAT YOU HAVE GIVEN 
v ME, I WISH TO GIVE 
; V YOU MY SCIENCE. ^ 


THEN ARJUNA SAID 


I SHALL 61VE 
VOU THE MISSILE 
AND ACCEPT YOUR 
HORSES. 


0 VIRTUOUS 1 
FRIEND, WE ARE 
SCHOLARS AND WE 
ARE WARRIORS. 
WHY DID YOU 
ATTACK US? V 


TO CONFORM TO ^ 
PROPRIETY, HOWEVER 
I WILL RECEIVE 
FROM YOU THE 
k A6NEYA MISSILE. ; 


333 
























































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



o tapatya, that brahman a 
SHOULD BE INSTALLED AS PRIEST 
WHO IS A VEDIC SCHOLAR., WHO 
W IS BLAMELESS,TRUTHFUL, j 
TOV. DUTIFUL AND VIRTUOUS. A 


T ...VOU WANDER 
WITHOUT RITES AND 
WITHOUT RITUALS AND 
EVEN WITHOUT 
V PRIESTS TO GUIDE 
>-^>w YOU. ^ 


r -.-VOU WANDER 
WITHOUT RITES AND 
WITHOUT RITUAL AND 
EVEN WITHOUT 
V PRIESTS TO GUIDE 
>-^>w YOU. ^ 


THE GflWHfiRm REHUEP 


NO MAN ESTEEMED 
FOR HIS MIGHT WILL 
SUFFER A SLIGHT IN 

the presence of 
WOMEN AND-.* 4 


A KIN© SHOULD 
always SELECT 
A CONSUMMATE 
PRIEST TO 
ACQUIRE WHAT 
HE SHOULD. AND 
TO PROTECT HIS 
ACQUISITIONS. 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 



0 TARATYA, NO 1 

KINS CAN EVER ASPIRE 
TO BE A WORLD CONQUEROR, 
HIS VALOUR AND PEDI6REE 

NOTWITHSTANDING, WITHOUT 

THE GUIDANCE OF A Jk 
rV PRIEST. 71 


THE SON BORN TO ~ 
TAPATI ANP KING 
SAMVARANA WAS 
YOUR ANCESTOR, KURU, 
AND THUS YOU ARE 
. A TAPATYA. J, 




** ARJUNA rV£A/&>/0: 


THUS ADDRESSED, O MONARCH, 
THE GANDHARVA TOLD HIAfl THE 
STORY OF RISHI VASISHTHA, 

WITH WHOSE 6UI DANCE KING 
SAMVARANA REGAINED HIS LOST 
KINGDOM AND WON TAPATI THE U 
DAUGHTER OF SURYA AS HIS 
BRIDE. 




AND THEN BMP 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



0 GANDHARVA, WITH 
YOUR VAST KNOWLEDGE 
YOU TELL US WHICH 
l BRAHMANA IS TO BE 
L CHOSEN AS OUR / 

Hk. priest. 


THEN ARJUNA ASHED: 



THEN, PLEASED AT THE 
TURN OF EVENTS,ARJUNA 
SAVE THE SECRET OF THE 
AGNEYA MISSILE 70 THE 
GANDHARVA IN ALL 
PROPRIETY... 


7HE GANDHARVA REPLIED: r 


DHOUMYA 
WHO PRACTISES 
PENANCES IN 
THIS FOREST 
IS TO BE YOUR 
PRIEST. 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 



AND THAT BRA HAWN A DISCERNING 
THE INTELLIGENCE, VALOUR ANP 
STEADFASTNESS OF THE SONS OF 
KUNTI, AKIN TO THAT OF THE 
IMMORTALS, REGARDED THEM 
AS ALREADY REINSTATED AS 
SOVEREIGN KINGS BY THEIR 
OWN VIRTUES. 


AND CONSENTED TO BECOME THE/R 


" THEN THE PANDAVAS WENT TO THE 
ASHRAMS OF DHOUMYA WHO WELCOMED 
THEM W/TH WILD FRWTS AND ROOTS’- 


^WITH DHOUMYA AS THEIR PRIEST, 

THE PANDAVAS REGARDED THEIR 
KINGSHIP AND THEIR KINGDOM 
AS ALREADY REGAINED, AND THE 
DAUGHTER OF PANCHALA 
ALREADY WON IN THE SWA YAM VARA. 

^ 










































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


" THEN THE N/NGU MEN ACCOMPAN/EP BY 7HEtf> \ 
MOTHER ANP PHOUMYA WALKEP ON TO ATTENP 
THE SlNAYAMVARA OF THE PANCHALA PRINCESS. 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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ENTER DRAUPADI 






AND THUS ENDS THE ELEVENTH 
SESSION OF OUR REN DERI NO OF 
YA/SHAMPA VAN A‘S recital of 
VVASA'S IMMORTAL ITIHASA 

THE MAHABHNRATA. 


AFTER SEEING THE CITY AND 
ITS RAMPARTS, THE PANDAVAS 
TOOK THEIR RESIDENCE IN THE 
HOUSE OF A POTTER AND 
LIVED LIKE MENDICANTS.NO 
ONE KNEW WHO THEY WERE. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



Mahabharata-12 

Draupadi's Swayamvara 


VEDA l/VASA ‘S EPIC ON THE BHARAT A PACE WAS 
FIRST PEC/TEP IN PUBLIC BY N/S DISCIPLE 
VAISHAMRAYANA AT THE BEHEST OF 7HE 
AGELESS SEER l/YASA HIMSELF, 


THE RECITAL TOOK PLACE IN THE AUGUST 
PRESENCE OF RING JANAMEJAYA-GREAT- 
&RANPSON OF THE GRANp&ON OF VYASA — 
ANP THE MANY LEARNEP sages WHO HAP 
ASSEMBLEP FOR JA NAME JAVA‘S 
SRRPA SATRA* 


THE ELEI/ENTH SESSION OF OUR RENPERING 
OF VAISHAMPAVAMA *5 RECITAL Of UVASA'S 
MAHABHARATA SPORE OF WHY THE PAHPAI/AS 
ANP THE/R MOTHER SET OUT FOR DRUPADA‘S 
CAPITAL ANP HOW THEY ARRIVED THERE WITH 
PHOUMVA AS THE/R PRIEST. IT ENPEP WITH 
THEIR LIVING UNRECOGNIZED IN THE HOUSE 
OF A POTTER. 


* 22 -YEAR-LONG SNARE SACRIFICE 




f 






.'** f- ■ 







































DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 



jgi^' 




DPUPADA.O MONARCH, HAD ALWAYS 
HAD SECRET HOPES OF GIVING 
KRISHNAA* IN MARRIAGE TO 
ApJUNA. AMP SO HE HAP A STIFF 
BOW MADE WHICH WOULD NOT 
BE W/ELPEP BUT BY THAT SON 
OF KUNTI, 


HE ALSO HAD A TARGET 
SET UP HIGH IN THE SKY. 
THEN HE ANNOUNCED TH£ 
SWAYAMVARA AND ITS 
CONDITIONS. 


*'MANV RINGS HEARING OF IT, CAME THERE AND 
WERE WELCOMED WITH DUE HONOURS BA 
DRUPADA. sages and brahmanas, KEEN TO 
WITNESS THE SPECTACLE, ALSO CAME THERE. 




" THE RANDAI/AS TOO WENT AND TARING 
IN THE UNSURPASSED SPLENDOUR OF THE 
RING OF THE PANCHALAS •. . 



* PRAUPAP! 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




"• • • HE THEN SILENCED THE MNW INSTRUMEN T$ 
OF MUSIC PLAW/NG ALL AROUND. AND INHEN 
THAT VAST ASSEMBLE ... ,--=i- - i fa - 


"... TOOK THEIR PLACE AMONG THE 
I BREW A MS, THE CONCOURSE OF MEN 
RECEIVING AMPLE DONATIONS AND 
WATCHING THE PERFORMING 
ARTISTES HAD SWELLED DAW BN 
PAW THLfiN THE SIXTEENTH PAW, 
THE DAUGHTER OF PRUPAPA, TASTE - 
, FULVi PRESSED AND AMPLW 

BEJEWELLED • -• 


344 


" THEN A PRIEST ;; PURE IN BOPW AND MfNP, 
POURED LIBATIONS OF GHEE AS ORDAINED 
INTO THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE. HAVING HONOUR¬ 
ED AON/ THUS AND WON THE BENEDICTION 























































































































DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 





' DHR/SHTADiUMNA WEN ADDRESSED A/S 
SISTER T/WS; - 


r PURV0DHANA,VUVUTSU AND V 
OTHER MIGHTV SOWS OF « 

PHRITARASHTRA, KARNA,SHAkUNI, 
SHALVA, BALARAMAj KRISHNA, W 
JAVADRATHA, SHISHUPALA , / 

JARA5ANDHA and manv other / 
RENOWNED RSHATRI9AS HAVE/ 
l ALL COME HERE FOR HOUR / 

I HAND. J\ 






THESE MIGHTV MEN ARE 
TO H/T THE TARGET. AND VOU 
SHALL WEP THE ONE 
, WHO HITS THE MAR K. 


•BECAME ST/LL AMD S/IENT, DAR/SHTADVUMNA, 
THE SON OF DFOPAPA, SAID: 


LISTEN TO ME, O KINGS. MV 
SISTER DRAUPAPI SHALL 
BECOME HIS WIFE WHO, 
DISTINGUISHED BV BIRTH 
LOOKS AND STRENGTH, 

CAN ACHIEVE 
THE FEAT 


THAT TARGET, 
WITH FIVE ARROWS 
SHOT AT ONCE, 
THROUGH THE GAP 
IN THE MECHANISM 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



" THEN THOSE MHOS, EACH MIN OF H/3 OWN PROWESS AND £ 

JEALOUS OF THE OTHERS, HU SMITTEN BN THE DARTS OF RAM,A DEM, % 

ENTERED THE ARENA. AS THEN HAD EVES ONLN FOR DRAUPADt THEN 
D/D HOT HOT/CE THE PANDAl/AS. HR/SHHA THE NAD AN A j HOWEVER, 

NOTICED THE FIVE 3RAHM ANA 6 DISTRAUGHT 8N KAMADEVAS SHAFTS 
AT THE SIGHT OF DRRUPAPt. HE REFLECTED FOR A WHILE AND SA/P TO BALARAMA: 

■ ■V 


THAT 15 WUPHISHTHIRA. 
THAT IS BHEB/MA AND 
ARJUNA AND OVER THERE 
THE TWINS. J HEARD THAT 
THEV ESCAPED THE 
v BURNING HOUSE OF y 
V lacquer. ./ 


: I 


AND AS THE CELEST/ACS FILLED THE SHIES, THE MANN 
RINGS, WHO COULD HOT STRING THAT STIFF BOW EVEN ' 

IN THEIR FANCNj STRAINED THE/R MIGHT TO UHN DRAUPADtr^HJr 
8UT THEN TURNED BACK DISPIRITED, THWARTED W THEIR ^ ^ 
HOPES AS THEN WERE BN THE STIFF BOW. f ^T- fof 'H 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 


"ANP THEN, BBHOLP/NG TAB/R 
PL/pHT, RA ANA P/Of BO UP 
TAB BOW. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


n WNEN ALL n>£ R/NGS AMP THE PR/NCES WTHDREW, 
ARJUfJA STOOP OP AMONG TUB BRA AM AN AS -.. 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


>AND BROUGHT /T FALLING W THE GROUND. THEN,0MONARCH.SOUNDS FROM 
THE SKIES HUP THE EARTH RENT THE AIR. THE CELESTIALS SHOWERED FLOWERS 
ON ARMNA. THE 8RAHMANAS WAVED THEIR PEERSRINS IN JO 4 /. THE RINGS AND 
PR/NCES UTTERED CRIES OF WOE. AS THE PIN SWELLED UP. VUDH/SHTH/RA 


AND THE TWINS LEFT THE SCENE AND PRAOPAD/ TURNED HER STEPS 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 



'THEN we SHOCK OF THE KtN(*3 HNP PR/NCES 
GRHPDfiUH TURNED tNTO RNpER AND 
THEN SH/D: 


WE MUST ENSURE 
THAT NO SUCH HUMILIATING 
5IA/AVAMVARA WILL 
v. BE HELD HENCEFORTH.* 


IT IS ORDAINED THAT 
THE SWAVAMvARA IS FOR 
KSHATRIVAS. BRAHMANAS 
ARE NOT ELIGIBLE 


VET, SLIGHTING 

ms,drupada 

WOULD GIVE 
AWAV THIS GEM 
OP A WOMAN TO 
A BRAHMANA. 


AT 


ALL 


AS THOSE MIGHT*/ 
WARRIORS TOOK UP 
THEIR WEAPONS AND 
RUSHED AT PRUPADA, 
O MONARCH--* 






^ rT ' 


J 


WE CANNOT SLAV A \ 
BRAHMANA- SO LET US SLAV N 
THIS TREACHEROUS RING AND 
HIS SON AND CAST HIS 
DAUGHTER INTO THE 
FIRE BEFORE WE 
. RETURN TO OUR 
KINGDOM. 


351 






















































































AMARCHITRA KATHA 



s 


"• • ■ ARJUNA STOOP REAPH WITH HIS BOW ANP THE RUQGEP 
BHEEMA. UPROOTING A BIG TREE t STOOP BEStPE HIM ORE 
A MACE-VHELP/NG HAMA. 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 




ANP..AS THEN CHARGED; PHRVOPHANA AMP 
OTHERS EFFORTLESSlfi CONTAINED THE BRAHMANAS 
WN/IE SHALVA TOON ON SHEEN A, ANP HA ANA, 
ARJONA. 


" THEN THE FEARLESS BROTHERS BROKE WTO 
THE RANKS OF THE RAGWG KINGS. ANP THEN, 
LEP 8V KARNA, SATP: 


THE SLAUGHTER of 
BRAHMANAS WHO COW6 
TO FK5HT IS DEEMED 
FAIR. 


ARJUNA SNITLEP ANP SA/P 
TO- THEN: | - 


VOU BE HERE AS ' 
SPECTATORS. MV SHARP 
ARROWS SHALL CONTAIN 
THE VICIOUS KINGS AS DO 
MANTRAS, THE SNAKES. y 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




BBHOLQ 
THE AflifSHT OF 
AW ARMS' 


MARK THIS 
MH COUNTER 

move; 


' • • • HARNA BECAME AWARE OF THE MATCHLESS MIGHT OF ARJUNA 
AMP HE FOUGHT WITH ENHANCED VIGOUR. AND THE SKILL WITH 
WHICH HE PARRIED ARJUNA ‘S SHOWER OF ARROWS ... 


"AS THEN EXCHANGED WORDS OF CHALLENGE . • * 


" SET HE STRENUOUSLY 
HELD HIS OWN •. * 


AND ATTACHED ARJUNA WITH RACING FURY. 
EACH ONE j O MONARCH , FOUGHT TO WIN. 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 



y ARE YOU THE > 
EMBODIMENT OF THE 
SCIENCE OF ARCHER 1 /? 
OR ARE HOU I NORA? ' 
OR VISHNU? PERHAPS 
YOU ARE ONE OF THE 
TWO /N THE GUISE 
. OF A BRAHMANA? , 


“■■■AND THE ROAR HE LET OUT BURNED 
HIM THE RESPECT OF THE !HA PRIORS. 


THEN PARNP ADDRESSED H/S RIVAL : 


0 BRAHMANA, I AM 
PLEASED AT THE MIGHT 
OF YOUR ARMS. NO ONE 
SAVE ARJUNA CAN FACE 
ME IN THE RAGE OF 
BATTLE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



J AM A MASTER 
OF THE BRAHMA missile 
AND THE INPRA MISSILE 
I AM HERE TO TRIUMPH 
OVER 4QU. BE ON 
V HOUR GUARD. y. 


"THUS ADDRESSED KARNA WITHDREW FROM 
FIGHT BECAUSE HE KNEW THE BRAHMA MISSILE 
TO BE IRRESISTIBLE. AT THE SAME TIME BHEEMA 
LIFT/NS SHALUA ALOFT t- 




- THREW HIM DOWN ON THE GROUND* O MONARCH, 
BUT MADE NO MOVE TO STAR HIM. W/TH KARNA 
DIFFIDENT AND SHALVA THROWN THUS 


ph 



WHO C0UL9 OVER¬ 
POWER THE STRONG 
SHALVA EXCEPT 

V bheeaaa? 


* ■ TNG OTN&R RSHRTR/VA& IA/ER& MfiRMBP 


NONE COULD 
CHALLENGE KARNA 
EXCEPT ARJUNA? , 


mo TN£Y GXCLMMGQ 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 






THEREFORE 
LET US GIVE UP THU 
BRAHMAN A-INFESTED 1 
BATTLE. BESIDES 

brahmanas, even 

IF 6UILTH, DESERVE 
PROTECTION. 


LET US FIRST 
ASCERTAIN 
THEIR UNEASE 
AND THEN WE 
SHALL FKiHT 
THEM FAIR. 


"AT THAT JUNCTURE RNOW/NG TAB TWO TO BE TAB 
SONS OF HUNT!, KRISHNA RESTRAINEP TAB RINGS 
SAVING: 


OBXTROUS tVARR/ORS THOUGH THE9 WERE, MW 1 

THE H/A/GS WITHPREIN FROM FURTHUR FIGHTING . ■. |/J™1 


uvnJuwnl 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




AMP THOSE BATTLE-SCARREP HEROES 
AT LAST EMERGED, FOLLOWED B</ 
DRAUPADt, LIKE THE MOON AND THE SON' 
FROM AMONG THE CLOMPS. 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 


"MEANWHILE RUNT!, WORRIEP OVER THE 

pelao m the return of her sons 

FROM THE/R ROUNPS t THOUGHT OF ALL 
THE ACOOENTS THAT COULP HAVE BE- 
FALLEN THEM. THE THOUGHT OF HER SONS 
BE/NG SLAIN BH THE SONS OF 
PHR/TARASHTRA STRUCK HER. 


"NEXT IT WAS THE THOUGHT OF A RARSHAQA 
GETTING AT HER SONS BN SORCERV. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


AT mtS 'JUNCTURE THE SONS ENTERED 
AND ANNOUNCED TEAT 7HE9 NAD RETURN¬ 
ED mm ALMS. 



360 



























































































DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 


' THUS ADDRESSED BH H/S MOTHER, HUDH/SHTH/RA 
REFLECTED FORT) WHILE AND THEN S/HP TO ARJUNA : 


QRAUPAOt WAS WON 
BY YOU- THEREFORE 
LIGHT THE FIRE, TAKE 
HER HANP AMP WEP 
HER RIGHTFULLY. 





,1 



I V y i 


1 


Iv / j 


i. ! 









’'HEARING THE WORDS OF ARJUNA SO FUL L 
OF RESPECT RHP AFFECT/ON RHP ALSO 
BEHOLP/H'S THE EVES OF H/S VOUNGER 
BROTHERS IMPLANTED /A/ THE 
RECIPROCATING GLANCES OF DRAUPADt ... 


- HUDH/SHTH/RA RN&V WHAT TROUBLEP THEIR 
MINDS. THEN REMEMBERING MR GURU LHASA'S 
WORDS AND FEARFUL OF A SPLIT AMONG THE 
BROTHERS, HE SAID: 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


"45 THE HEROES JOVFHUH POM/HA7E0 OVER 
THE WORDS OF THE EWER BROTHER, RR/SHHA 
AND BALARAMA CAME THERE. 


’THEN KRISHNA, FOLLOWER BHBALARAMA, 
APPROACHES VODH/SHTH/RA AND BENT SOWN 
AND TORCHED H/S FEET SAVWCf: 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 




it is fortunate ^ 

THAT THE SONS OF 
PHRITARASHTRA AMP 7HEJ£ 
COUNSELLORS FAILED IN 
THEIR PURPOSE. FARE . 
fc. HOU WELL. 


anp lest anh of the 

RINGS SHOWLP RECOGNIZE 
HOU IF THE</ SEE US 
HERE, WE SHAU. RETURN 
. TP OUR CAMP- ^ 


"AND BHEEMA AND ARJUNA AND TAB 
TWINS INBNT OUT AS USUAL COLLECTING 
ALMS ... 


*' THEN TAKING LEAVE OF HUDNtSH TH/RA, KRISHNA AND 
SAL ARAM A NAST/LV WITHDREW FROM THE SCENE. 


"••• AND RETURNING AT DUSK GAVE ALL THAT i 


THEN HAD COLLECTED TO 
NUDNISHTHIRA . 


363 

































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


" HUNT/ ASHEP PRAUPAPf 70 SET AS/PE A 
PORT/OH AS OFFER/HOS TO THE OOPS, TO 
BE Cf/l/EA/ AWAY, AHP TO P/t/ZOE THE REST 
/A/TO TWO HAU/ES. 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 

" THEN SAHAPEVA MAPS A BED OF HNSNA GRASS AMP 
TA£ VAUANT ONES SPREADING THEIR DEERSKINS ON IT— 



■ ■ LA/P THEMSELVES DOWN TO SLEEP WITH 
HUNT/ AT THE/P HEAPS AMP DRAUPADl AT IHE/R 
FEET. 


" THEM these BRAVE MEN STARTED 
TALR/NG AMONG THEMSELVES. 



'‘and then, in mem martial 

AUTHQR/m, TALNEp OF SWORPS, 
MACES. BATTLE-AXES .ELEPHANTS, 
CHARIOTS ANP CELESTIAL MISSILES. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



AND PRR/SHTfiPYi/M/VR RECOUNTED RLL THAT HE HAD WITNESSED. THEN HE GR/P. 


X THE TALK OF THOSE \ 

VALIANT ONES UNDOUBTEDLY 
PROVED THEM TO BE KSHATRJ7AS 
OF A HIGH ORDER. OUR HOPES 
SEEM FULFILLED. HAD WE NOT 
HEARD OF THE ESCAPE OF THE 
PANDAVAS FROM THE BURNING 
\ HOUSE OF LACQUER? > 


DHK/SHTGDYUHtNft REPUEO, 


are the SONS OF PAN DU 
ALIVE? WAS IT ARJUNA WHO 
LIFTED THE BOW AND 

BROUGHT DOWN THE . 
V. TARGET ? 


( ALL THAT HAS BEEN 
SEEN AND HEARD MAKE 
THEM OUT TO BE THE 
\ PANDAVAS WANDERING 
/' IN DISGUISE. ^ 


"...TO REPORT IT TO DRUPhPA- 
DRUPRDA ASKED PH PIS NTSDHUM Nfi 


/ O WHERE IS \* 
KRISHNAA? WHO HAS ' 
LED HER AWAY ? GIVE 
ME THE DETAILS OF THE 
ONE WHO HAS OBTAINED 
V MY DAUGHTER. y 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 


" THEN, KEEN ON TESTING THE /PENTl TV OF TUB MU ANT MEN, DRUPADA REPT 

peppy p large collection of fruits, garlands, carpets; and seeps > 

ROPES PNP FARMING IMPL EMENTS ■ AND DIVERSE MART!PL EQUIPMENT^ _j 




AND CHARIOTS AND STEEDS 



AND A MESSENGER CAME TO 
VWDHISHTHIRP IN HASTE AND SAID: 


THE PANDAS AS AND RENT/ AND DRAUPAD! 
PROCEEDED TO PRUPAQA'S PALACE IN THESE 
NIAGNIEICENT CHARIOTS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


BEHOLDING, O MONARCH. THOSE HEROES 
STRIDING IN, THE/# TORSOS CLAP IN DEER¬ 
SKIN, WE KINS AND NIS SON AND THEIR 
RETINUE BECAME EXCEEDINGLY SLAP. 


THEN THOSE VALIANT ONES WENT UR TO THEIR 
SEATS AND OCCUPIED THEM WITHOUT 
DIFFIDENCE OR SURPRISE WHILE HUNT! AND 
DRAURADt WENT INTO THE INNER APPARTMEH7S. 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



TUSN HESA/D TO WDMSHTHM 


OVERCOME SH THE UTMOST 
JOV, DRUPADA COULD HAROLV 
SPEAK AND THEN.CONTROLUNG 
HIS EMOTIONS, ME ASKED THE 
PANDAVAS HOW THEV ESCAPED 
FROM VARANAVATA. 


WHEN HE HEARD AU 
THE DETAILS, HE 
CENSURED DHRITARA 
SUTRA AND ASSURED 
HUDHISHTHIRA THAT 
THIS KINGDOM 
WOULD BE RESTORED 
TO HIM. j 


LET ARJUNA 
WED NH 
DAUGHTER 
ACCORDING TO 
RITES ON THIS 
AUSPICIOUS DM 




HUPH/SHTMKA Sfl/O 


O KING, I SHALL 
ALSO HAVE TO 
. WEP. > 


THEN TAKE THE 
HAND OF MV DAUGHTER 
VOURSELF ACCORDING 
TO RITES OR GIVE HER 
IN MARRIAGE TO THE 
BROTHER VOU 
CHOOSE. 


HOUR DAUGHTER ,O KING, > 
SHALL BE WIFE TO US ALL. 
THIS IS ALREADV COMMANDED 
BV MH MOTHER AND IT IS A 
RULE WITH US THAT WE , 
SHARE EQUALLV WHAT / 
V WE OBTAIN. 


VltPMSHTWAA RBPUBP. 


MANV HUSBANDS TO 
ONE WOMAN HAS NEVER BEEN 
HEAR!? OF. HOU KNOW THE WAVS 
OF VIRTUE. HOW CAN VOU DEVIATE 
THUS AND GO AGAINST 
THE CANNONS OF VIRTUE y 
and PRACTICE? 


r VIRTUE IS COMPLEX. N 
I UTTER NO LIE NOR DO I 
THINK EVIL. THIS IS WHAT 
MV MOTHER HAS ORDERED 
V AND I APPROVE IT. 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 


'-JUST WEN MU GURU 1/9*$# ARPtVEP WERE 
AND 3 ACCEPT/NS THE RESPECTFUL SPLUTATKWS 

OF ALL 3 $AT DOWN, wen drupapa ashed 
WM; 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



then ohoumha ur amp sanctieied the sacred 

E/RE MTU L/BAT/OVS END MANTRAS A/VP 
HUPH/SHTMRA AMP RR/SU/I/AA CIRCUMAMBULATED 
THE EURE. 
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DRAUPADI’S SWAYAMVARA 



"when THE WEDDING OE HUDHISHTHIRA RND DRAUPADf WAS 
PERFORMED, DHOUMNA LEFT THE PLACE AND RETURNED THE 
NETT DAN TO PERFORM THE WEDDING OF THE SECOND PANDAVA 

IN th/s manner the five pandavas took the hand of 

DRAUPADI ON SUCCEEDING DANS. I- y -1 . i VF -I 




THEN PRUPAPA, WITH fIRE AS 
WITNESS, PRESENTED TO EACH 
OF THOSE PRINCES A HUNDRED 
CHARIOTS, FOUR HUNDRED STEEDS, 
A HUNDRED ELEPHANTS, 

A HUNPREP MAlPS AND ROBES 
ANP ORNAMENTS ANP GOLD. 


AND THE SONS OF PANDU NOW 
IN POSSESSION OF WEALTH AND 
POWER PASSED THEIR PARS IN 
THE Cm OF THE PANCHALAS, 
HAPPV IN THE COMPANY OF 
VIRTUOUS DRAUPADI. 


THUS ENDS THE TWELFTH SESSION OF OUR 
RENDERING OF VAtSHAMPAWANA '$ RECITAL OF 
VNASA J S IMMORTAL ITIHASA, THE MAH A BHARAT A 
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